MAIDEN   SPEECHES
the immaculate and seemingly self-confident Member for
Leamington was not dismayed. He had maintained a
decent silence for the first six weeks of the new session.
In choosing this dramatic occasion to rise from his place on
the Opposition back bench and claim the unwritten privi-
lege of priority over the speaker's impartial gaze it may
have seemed to him that he had little to lose. As a young
aristocrat with a good military record there was no prima
facie case for trying to placate the hon. members of the
proletariat. Discretion was the duty of the leaders of the
Conservative opposition: for himself the obvious line was
to say what Government and Opposition would naturally
expect him to say in an atmosphere of confused working-
class idealism. Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Samuel Hoare had
symbolized the sagacity of the staff officer, Major-General
Seely the explosiveness of the ' brass hat'; what the Con-
servative case required now was a brief sprinkling of subal-
tern insolence otherwise Britain's air defence would ascend
into the stratosphere and not be easily restored to earthly
influence.
Captain Eden craved the customary indulgence during
the ordeal of his de"but. ' May I, at the outset, ask for the
usual courtesy and indulgence which is always extended to
a maiden speech.' Then down to what was left of business:
* The last speaker made great play of a little geographical
tour and he asked us from what quarter we expected an
attack from the air. I do not know, but I do not think that
is the point we want to discuss. Surely the point is rather
that we should prepare to defend ourselves against an attack
from any quarter. There can be little doubt that this
question is of exceptional interest in this House, and the
reasons are not very far to seek. In the first place it is not
in the nature of things possible to provide hastily and at a
moment's notice for air defence; and in the second place,
the very heart of our country, the city of London, is
especially vulnerable to attack from the air. For these

